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GOT A NEWS TIP?

Send any articleideas for
Nature's News section to
newstips@nature.com

Retracted paper rattles Korean science

Authors disagree over work aimed at gene therapy for diabetes.

Nature this week is retracting a 2000 paper that
promised an advance in diabetes treatment
using gene therapy. Confusion surrounding
the paper, including allegations about fraudu-
lent data, continues to afflict the South Korean
science community.

The paper’s authors, led by Hyun Chul Lee
of Yonsei University in Seoul, claimed to have
created a treatment for type | diabetes, acondi-
tion in which the immune system destroys the
insulin-producing cells needed to regulate glu-
cose levels. Lee's team used a recombinant virus
to introducea gene for an insulin analogue into
diabetic rats and mice, which was expressed in
response to blood glucose levels and alleviated
symptoms. The team suggested the treatment
could be adapted for humans (H. C. Lee et al.
Nature 408, 483-488; 2000).

Now, having yet to repeat the experiment,
Lee has asked Nature to retract the paper (see
page 660). “Idon't know the reason why the
experiments are not reproducible,” says Lee.

He suggests that the original gene construct,
PLPK-SIA — a combination of the virus vector,
the insulin analogue and a promoter that regu-
lates the expression of the analogue in response
to olncose levels — mioht have mutated after

3
ll
.

I iy,

A retracted paper suggested that gene therapy could be used to treat type 1diabetes.

as compensation for losing what he calls
four-and-a-half years trying to reproduce the
results. He alleges that he was fired after advis-
ing Lee to retract the paper, which Lee denies.

In April 2008, Yonsei University started an
investioation. chaired hv chemist Won-Yone

She also filed an injunction, currently under
consideration in the Seoul District Court, to
prevent the university releasing its full report.
Nature's policyis that it will permit retraction
of a paper without the sign-on of all authors,
while makino clear which anthars disacree

K CAMPBELL/GETTY

M. DONNE/SPL
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